THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
relating to the original conditions of dependence in which a
child stands towards its parents—tendencies which exist along-
side, and to some extent independently, of the sexual tendencies
to which expression is more directly and obviously given.
The symbolic expression in this case, however, would appear
to differ in some important respects from symbolic representation
(in dreams and elsewhere) of the CEdipus complex proper. In
the latter the symbolic form is largely, if not entirely, due to
the action of Repression, which does not permit the morally
tabooed incestuous and hostile tendencies to find expression in
any but an. indirect manner, whereas in the present case the
aspects symbolised are not in any sense repressed, so that the
reason for the adoption of the symbolic form must be sought
in other conditions.
Among these conditions the most important is probably to
as a product be found in the still active repression of the CEdipus complex
of repression itself jn so far as tjie ic|eas connected with this complex can
be given another meaning, such as that indicated by Jung,
their offensiveness is not felt to be so great as would be the
case if their only significance were that which most naturally
attaches to them: the assumption of the new symbolic meaning
is indeed, in all probability, largely due to the effort of the
repressing tendencies to prevent their true significance from
being realised in consciousness1. The new meaning, therefore,
as interpreted by Jung, Silberer and others, obviously cor-
responds to a more recent and superficial (though not therefore
less real) mental level than does the original significance in
terms of the CEdipus complex.
and as serving         Another   reason   for   the   adoption   of   this    secondary
mora?ftemlen^ symbolism is probably sometimes to be found in the fact that
cies         the  ethical or religious  strivings  expressed  in  the  anagogic
aspects   undergo   a very considerable   reinforcement   through
association with the primitive trends which manifest themselves
in the (Edipus complex. The latter lie very much nearer to the
ultimate  sources of human  feeling  and  emotion  than do the
1 It is interesting to note that in the naturalistic interpretation of
myths the same influences are pretty clearly at work, as when Max Mailer
observes that one of the advantages of this naturalistic interpretation is
that it absolves us from the necessity of taking literally many of the more
objectionable features of the myths as they actually stand.
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